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CALLING OUT CREEPS

SJW ONE-NIGHT
STAND

GOOD NEWS &
GREAT NEWS

IN BED WITH GREAT
FEMINISTS
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THU 4 - LUCKY DEVIL - 5™ ANNUAL STAR WARS PARTY

THU 4 - KIT KAT CLUB
POLEROTICA QUALIFIER ROUND V

FRI 5 - CINCO DE MAYO PARTY
CABARET, GOLD CLUB, STARS CABARET (SALEM)

FRI 5 - SPYCE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB
DICK HENNESSY'S STRIPPO DE MAYO

WED 10 - SPYCE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB
POLEROTICA QUALIFIER ROUND VI

SAT 13 — SHOTSKI'S (SALEM)
COMEDY W/ SAM TALLENT & RAY MCMILLIN

SUN 14 - THE GOLD CLUB - SINGLE MOTHER'S DAY

WED 17 - HAWTHORNE STRIP
RILEY’S B-DAY TOGA PARTY

THU 18 — THE FIREHOUSE CABARET (SALEM)
XXX STAR JOANNA ANGEL

FRI 19 & SAT 20 - SUNSET STRIP
XXX STAR JOANNA ANGEL

SAT 20 - SAFARI SHOWCLUB - 90S NIGHT

SAT 20 - CLUB SINROCK - DICK HENNESSY'S
MOTORBOOTY TWERKING COMPETITION

THU 25 - CHEETAHS (SALEM)
BOTTOMLESS PARTY & HYPNOX B-DAY BASH

THU 25 - DREAM ON SALOON - COUNTRY NIGHT

THU 25 - STARS CABARET (BRIDGEPORT)
WILD, WILD WEST PARTY

FRI 26 - FUNHOUSE LOUNGE
COMIC STRIP W/ WENDY WEISS

FRI 26 - TOMMY'S TOO - DAISY DUKES CONTEST
SAT 27 - DANTE'S - POLEROTICA FINALS
SUN 28 - LUCKY DEVIL — WESTERN PARTY
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Multiple women in Salem’s open-mic come-
dy scene had accused John Doe of sexual as-
sault on different occasions. In one instance,
the victim took photos of bruises. Another
incident involved stalking a girl at her place
of residence. A third incident involved John
Doe sending sexually-threatening text mes-
sages to a friend of mine. Reports from the
rumor mills far and near continued to pile
up throughout the last year. | made a very
general (“Hey folks, can we keep an eye out
for creepos at the mics, k thx") Facebook
post in a closed group and was immediately
greeted with a text message from John Doe,
telling me to keep “posts about him” out of
the group. So, in a court of common sense,
one would assume that this dude was a
problem.

Yet, when | reached out to a mutual friend
of John and mine, a pro-feminist, super left-
leaning, seemingly intelligent female come-
dian, she defended the guy by saying, “He’s
in therapy and trying to work on his issues,
so the witch hunt is unnecessary.’ So, here
we are at the facts-versus-feelings debate
again; the modern SJW sees more offense in
calling a sexual predator out, than they do
the fact that the dude is a sexual predator—
lurking at the same establishments as their
victims. If fifth-wave neo-faumxenism insists
that men are born predators, unable to re-
frain from acting on their urges (a stance |
don't necessarily agree with), where does it
follow that “Oh, but if they talk to a shrink for
afew hours, that patriarchal genetic disposi-
tion just goes away.” Maybe Ted Bundy just
needed a hug?

Months after the initial accusations against
John Doe were made (and, in the time since,
verified), an established comedian visited
the most popular open-mic comedy venue
intown and, to his surprise, John Doe was on
stage telling jokes. Again, a(nother) female
host defended his being there. This, to the
logical and somewhat-emotionally-tuned-
in brain, seems baffling. I've seen comics get
banned from venues for mentioning sexual
assault (even in jokes aimed against perpe-
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trators), so why don't comics get banned
for accusations of sexual assault? “Reserve
the right to refuse service to anyone” should
include people who have been accused of
assaulting multiple women (many of whom
also patronize the venues in town, as per-
formers and audience members).

So, with the above in mind, | decided to
travel sixty miles away to Eugene, for an
open-mic that doesn’t openly feature rap-
ists. After the show, | was bullshitting with
the host about this and that, and | brought
up the situation with the Salem venue. To
my utter fucking shock, he addressed the
issue by saying, “Actually, two of the girls
who accused John Doe of assault were also
caught drinking at the theater and lying to
cover up the fact they're 19, so, their story is
sketchy..” Again, what the fuck? What hap-
pened to “believe the victim” and all that?
This isn't rural Oregon, either. We're talking
venues that feature comics who identify as
SJWs, male feminists, “safe space” comics,
uber-left gender studies students—a whole
roster of folks, who would typically be the
first to call something out as “problematic.”

At this point, | did what you're not supposed
to do after drinking and arguing, and | went
on the Salem venue’s Facebook page to call
shit out. | left a review that said, in short,
that while | appreciated all the opportunity
the theater has brought myself and oth-
ers—while acknowledging that the staff
and | were considered (at one point) to be
friends—it is alarming that nothing is be-
ing said about the multiple accusations of
sexual assault against a comedian who the
venue continues to allow back.

What was the response? A text message
from the Eugene comedy host, asking me
what it will take to get me to stop “trying
to destroy his friend's business, [the Salem
venue]!" | was called an “instigator,” told that
I'm “jealous of not being asked to perform”
at the Salem venue, in cahoots with the
women who accused John Doe of assault,
etc. Maybe | took the wrong marketing class,

but “accuse a place of sexual assault out
of spite” is not in the handbook of friendly
competition that | usually consult as a com-
edy show producer. Rather, | am sick of get-
ting emails from folks asking if “the venue(s)
I book are the same places that allow rape-
os and stuff

Of note, the staff at the Salem venue being
addressed here have provided nothing but
radio silence on the issue—with the excep-
tion of a few closed-door meetings with one
comedian, who ended up having to get a re-
straining order against John Doe. All | asked
for was for them to address the issue and |
was met with, well, silence from the venue
and, from their friends and supporters—
the same treatment that sexual predators
use to silence their victims; gaslighting (“It
probably never happened”), victim-blaming
(“No one lies about being 21 to get beer,
besides women who would lie about get-
ting raped”), personal attacks (“You're an
instigator”), the whole nine. Sure, aside from
a handful of kick-ass locals who sided with
the victims, a few friends of mine and fellow
comedians were appreciative of the “heads
up regarding who not to book.” But, to me,
that just seems like asking what beaches
are filled with sharks and simply deciding to
swim elsewhere.

This type of situation happens often in the
entertainment scene—mostly in local or
open-mic settings that allow pretty much
anyone to get on stage. The ironic thing is
that when a non-issue arises, it turns into a
five-hundred-comment-deep argument on
social media, over whether or not So And
So said a mean thing to That One Girl at Im-
portant Guy’s show. But, much like with the
Handy McFondle situation | addressed in
this very column a year or two ago, in which
a safe-space male feminist comedian turned
out to be..wait for it..oh, you guessed it
already, didn't you? Yeah, I've come to the
conclusion that creepy date rapists don't
like “unsafe” rooms that attract comics with
spines, for the same reason that terrorists
choose schools and churches, but rarely at-



tempt to light up a gun show or biker rally.

Although discussion about open-mic com-
edy might not appear to belong in a maga-
zine that deals primarily with adult topics
(funded by advertisements for strip clubs), it
is worth noting that burlesque dancers and
comedians have been cohorts since the ear-
liest days of X-rated performance. Hell, most
of our writers moonlight as underpaid, un-
derrated, local comedians (check ‘em out).
Plus, considering Portland’s diversity (race
excluded), a decent handful of stand-up
comics moonlight as strippers and/or MCs
at strip clubs. So, it is not unreasonable to
imagine a stripper who wraps up her mid-
shift before heading over to Joe's Open Mic
&Vegan Pho, with a friend scheduled to host
Sinferno later on that night.

Back to the not-so-uplifting topic of sexual
assault in the local entertainment scene(s).
If places that feature open-mic jokes and
improv comedy are the breeding grounds
for sexual assault, what's with strip clubs?
After all, you've got tons of naked women
hanging around and only a handful of secu-
rity guards, so it makes sense, that creepers
would frequent the nudie bars, yes? Well,
that's not exactly the case. In fact, once
a customer (or coworker) is accused by a
single dancer of assault, that person’s photo
makes the rounds on Twitter faster than
fake news articles that explain how Bernie
can still win. Dancers share lists of custom-
ers who are known for assaulting, harassing,
following, stalking or generally offending
dancers. And, surprise surprise...the system
does not seem to be abused. Strippers are
fucking democratic, yo. Ex-boyfriends and
shitty tippers are kept out of the picture,
with applicable and selective attention be-
ing paid to real threats.

Security guards (who can be considered
as partial “hosts” of strip clubs, so to speak)
will respond to every single accusation made
against a customer. If, in the case of a false
accusation, an ex-boyfriend or douchey-
but-not-dangerous customer is asked to
leave, he or she will still be given the eject
button. Strip clubs tend to err on the side of
“one customer lost is not as bad as a dancer
harassed,” which should not be a revolution-
ary or radical concept for any performance
venue—naked-friendly or otherwise.

The question here, then, is how local en-
tertainment scenes foster a marketplace
for performance, where women who strip
naked in front of gang members and drug

dealers are treated with more respect (and
safety) than women who perform in com-
edy clubs—especially those advertised as
“safe spaces” and “inclusive for marginal-
ized groups.” I'd argue that seeing the dude
who bruised you during a sexual assault,
on stage, telling a joke, while other women
laugh, is a tad more marginalizing than be-
ing a quarter Asian and taking offense to a
joke about North Korea.

Personal takeaway here his two-fold; I've
not only learned that my hypothesis around
feigned activism/advocacy (i.e. being an
SJW) is usually a cover up or smokescreen
that clouds deep-seated issues and/or a
fear of not being able to be, well, “active” or
“advocate” for real-life incidents of assault,
but also, that an industry in which sexuality,
booze and potential risk (i.e. strip clubs) are
brought out into the open, proactive solu-
tions are unable to be avoided, in terms of
reducing the likeliness of sexual assault
(whereas free-for-all venues like open-mic
comedy nights are often unregulated play-
grounds for pedophiles who have outgrown
the swing set circuit).

Parents, if your daughter happens to be
a stripper who does stand-up comedy on
the side, let her know that one of her career
choices is full of predatory men, who will
attempt to exploit her innocence and out-
going sexuality in ways that only the worst
members of society are privy to. The other
career choice features bouncers, clean stag-
es, warm food and fair monetary compen-
sation. I'm gonna leave it to you to decide
which is which.

If you haven't picked up on it yet, this col-
umn has not been solely about stand-up
comedy open mics, strip clubs, creepy
dudes in Salem or the venues that proudly
invite them back. Rather, this is about “social
justice” and the ways that it's never really
around in practice, but only in theory. SJWs
are the new conservative religious fanatics,
spouting talking points, spewing guilt and
treating all of society’s ills as a problem that
will fix itself—if only everyone else would
follow their belief systems. In areas where
the neo-left, ignore-everything, safe-space
culture is allowed to thrive (open mic com-
edy venues), real-life issues (sexual assault,
etc) will continue to go unaddressed in
practice.

On the other hand, in areas that mainstream
society has deemed inappropriate or under-
ground (strip clubs, gay bars, adult shops,

swinger clubs, etc.), predators are more like-
ly to be ejected simply because there is no
need to put up the SJW smokescreen. Mem-
bers of such communities are not only un-
afraid to discuss potential hazards, including
(but not limited to) sexual assault, but they
are required to accept that such predators
exist. There is a sign in the restroom of a
very “on the DL, gritty, dive-y gay bar that
| frequent (sorry boys, I'm just avoiding the
soccer moms) that has a phone number you
can call, if you feel you're on an unsafe date.
In the next stall over, two dudes may be
sharing coke and other things...but, it’s still
not a dangerous place to pee. In the stand-
up comedy open mic venues, phone num-
bers are scrawled along the walls, next to
“call Name Redacted for a good time." In the
restroom at Kit Kat Club, they have a dude
who offers all sorts of cool shit, from cologne
to cigarettes (this has nothing to do with the
subject at hand, but is worth a shout out..
besides, homeboy probably wouldn't let a
predator set up shop if one tried).

So, what do we do about it? Talk. Make it
known that it’s an actual issue. Trust your gut
and speak on it. Instead of naming venues
and calling out comics (and generally start-
ing that infamous Ray-based shitstorm that |
used to engage in), here is a list of resources
that can assist you in reporting sexual as-
sault—complete with counselors and legal
consultants that know what steps someone
should take. The biggest barrier to the wom-
en mentioned in this story is the fact that
they didn’t immediately report their crimes.
Sure, John Doe used a stage name, was sub-
letting a room and threatened his victims
with further harassment, but we're dealing
with a grim reality, that being a fucked-up
legal system in which sexual assault victims
are treated with less respect from the sys-
tem than someone on the terrorist watch
list receives at the airport.

Thus, if you or someone you know needs
resources, consider the following local orga-
nizations:

Sexual Assault Resource Center (SARC) -
(503) 626-9100

Oregon Sexual Assault Task Force - http://
OregonSATF.org/Help-For-Survivors/

Portland Women’s Crisis Line - (503) 235-
5333

Speak up, say names (within the realms of
your lawyer’s advice) and make it known.

exotic magazine | xmag.com

37



STRIP CLUBS

ACROPOLIS I [T [TNir]

8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 10:30am-2:30am

BOOM BOOM ROOM I [T [THir]
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 244-7630
Daily 2pm-2am

BOTTOMS UP! I ({1171 [TLir]

16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Daily 12pm-2:30am

(M1 138 7 JF0OD]LOTTERY)

17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529

Daily 2pm-2:30am

CASADIABLO T [T [MHif]

2839 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 222-6600
Daily 11am-2:30am

CLUB PLAY PEN  IET (171 [TLAEE]

6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 2pm-2am
CLUBROUGE ITH [T

403 SW Stark St | (503) 227-3936
Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 2pm-2am

CLUB SINROCK  IFEH [T

12035 NE Glisan St | (503) 889-0332
Daily 2pm-2:30am

DANCIN BARE  ITH 1T MULET

8440 N Interstate Ave | (503) 285-9073
Daily 11:30am-2:30am

L14T[EY 11 12 [FOODJLOTTERY|

5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513

Daily 11am-2:30am

DREAM ON SALOON Il [T (MIEN
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765

Daily 11:30am-2am

DUSK TIL DAWN: CASA DIABLO Il  IETTN [T [MIAfN
8845 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 222-6610
Daily 2pm-2:30am

][} 17_[FoOD]LOTTERY|

5021 SE Powell Bivd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 2pm-2:15am

LL1LUTHUT I 72 [FooD]LoTTERY]

17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-12am
HAWTHORNE STRIP I 1T

3532 SE Powell Bivd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am

KING'S [FOOD]LOTTERY]

13550 SE Powell Blvd | (971) 703-4248
Daily 1pm-2:30am

KITKATCLUB I [T [MITE]

231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229

Daily 5pm-2:30am

LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE IV [T [TIAEEN]
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am

[Ty AL 25 JFOOD]LOTTERY]

129 SW Broadway | (503) 227-3023

Daily 11:30am-2:30am

MYSTIC GENTLEMEN'S CLUB  IEFAl (X110 [THif]
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523

Daily 11am-2:30am

LT £H 13 29 JFOODJLOTTERY]

7417 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 287-8900
Daily 2pm-2:30am

RIVERSIDE CORRAL  IESH [T [THNrTN]

545 SE Tacoma St | (503) 232-6813
Mon-Sat 10am-2:30am, Sun 1pm-1am
ROSECITY STRIP  IETTH [{1T1 [M1ArI

3620 SE 35th PI | (503) 760-8128

Daily 3pm-2:30am

THE RUNWAY GENTLEMEN'S CLUB I [T [THAfI
1735 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 640-4086
Mon-Wed Noon-1am, Thu-Fri Noon-2:30am,
Sat 4pm-2:30am & Sun 4pm-1am

SAFARI SHOWCLUB [EEN

3000 SE Powell Bivd | (503) 231-9199
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
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SCARLET LOUNGE IETN [0 [THTET]

12646 SE Division St | (503) 477-4318
Daily 10am-2:30am

SHIMMERS GENTLEMEN'S CLUB  IEXTH (117 [TTiTE]

8000 SE Foster Rd | (971) 230-0047

Mon-Sat 9:30am-2:30am, Sun 10am-2:30am

SKINN GENTLEMEN'S CLUB  IFAH (10

4523 NE 60th Ave | (503) 288-9771

Sun-Thu 10am-2am, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

SPEARMINT RHINO Il (X1 [WaiEN

15826 SE Division St | (503) 894-9219

4pm-2:30am Daily

SPYCE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB I [{T0 [THifI

33 NW 2nd Ave | (503) 243-4646

Sun-Thu 6pm-2:30am, Fri-Sat 3pm-2:30am

STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT IELT (1T

17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403

Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 4pm-2am

THESUNSET STRIP  EEZA

10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466

Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:30am, Sat 4pm-2:30am,

Sun 5pm-2:30am

UNIONJACKS N {111

938 E Burnside St | (503) 236-1125

Mon-Thu 4pm-2:30am, Fri-Sun 3pm-2:30am

ToMMYST00 XN rim

10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 432-8238

Daily 10am-2am

WHISPERS G

8102 NE Killingsworth St | (971) 255-1039

Daily 11am-3am

LILI 4 70 JFo0D]LOTTERY|

10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364

Daily 3pm-2:30am

xmag.com

| EVERYTHING ELSE |

ADAM & EVE IFAN

9220 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 224-1604
Mon-Thu 11am-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,
Sun 12pm-6pm

ADULT \lIIlEll ONY K7

Vancouv

10620 NE 4th Plain Rd | (360) 891-3988
Mon-Tue 12pm-10pm, Wed-Sat 12pm-12am,
Sun 12pm-8pm

ALLADUITVIDEO TEX

14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours

ARMCHRIR FAMILY VIDEO ETH

3205 SE Milwaukie Ave | (503) 477-5446
Mon-Fri 11am-6pm, Sat 11am-5pm
BA.VIDEO KA

7964 SE Foster Rd | (503) 477-5446
Mon-Fri 11am-7pm, Sat 11am-5pm
CATALYST: A SEX POSITIVE PLACE T[N
5224 SE Foster Rd | (503) 726-9930
Hours vary by events

CINDIE'S

8201 SE Powell Blvd #H | (503) 771-9979
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 11am-10pm
CLUB FANTASY EE1

1232 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 445-6688
Daily 24 hours

EXOTIC NIGHTS BOOKS TN

5620 NE MLK Blvd | (503) 493-3944
Mon-Fri 12pm-11pm, Sat 5pm-12am
Live Models: Mon-Sat 12pm-11pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (5) KT

3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 24 hours

1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 10am-3am

10720 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy
(503) 235-6969

Daily 10am-10pm

15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 10am-Midnight

6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 24 Hours

FANTASYLAND (20 i

5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours

16014 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours

FAT COBRAVIDEO [T

5940 N Interstate Ave | (503) 247-DICK (3425)
Mon-Fri 6am-3am, Sat-Sun 24 hours
FROLICS EFIO

8845 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 408-0958
Daily 24 Hours

HEAD EAST ETT

13250 SE Division St | (503) 761-3777
Sun-Thu 10am-9pm, Fri-Sat 10am-10pm
HOTBOX KEED

4589 SW Watson Ave | (503) 574-4057
Mon-Sat 11am-10pm, Sun 11am-9pm
HUNNIES T

3520 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 254-4226
Daily 24 hours

LIBERATED WORLD  E7E1

10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours

MR. PEEP'S / MR.PEEP'S T00 (2) [T7A
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours

OREGON THEATER P21

3530 SE Division St | (503) 232-7469
Daily from 12pm

PARADISEVIDEO 7T

14712 SE Stark St | (503) 255-9414
Daily 24 hours

38

PASSIONATE DREAMS  EETT

6644 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 775-6665

Daily 10am-4am

PEEPHOLE IETN

709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617

Daily 24 hours

PUSSYCATS EEX

3414 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 384-2794

5226 SE Foster Rd | (971) 255-0133

10813 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-5874

Daily 24 hours

ROCK HARD PDX  IPX [XT1 [NIGTEN]

13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 1pm-2:30am
SEDUCTIONS I

5321 SE Foster Rd | (503) 719-5046

Daily 24 hours

SHEENA'S G SPOT  IETD

8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111

Daily 24 hours

SILVER SPOON  EEET]

8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm

SPARTACUS LEATHERS [ETTH

300 SW 12th Ave | (503) 224-2604
Mon-Thurs 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am,
Sun 12pm-9pm

SYLVIA'S PLAYHOUSE  ETFA

8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090

Daily 24 hours

TABOOVIDEO (4) T

Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Portland: 237 SE MLK Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 777-6033
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 24 hours

TORCHED ILLUSIONS ETT1

17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-2am

TORCHED ILLUSIONS Il  ETE1

12963 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 10am-12am

THEREDDOOR KI7A

314 W Burnside St, Suite 300

Daily 24 hours

THE VEIVET ROPE TN

3533 SE César E Chavez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Thu 8pm-2am, Fri-Sat 8:30pm-4am,

Sun 8pm-2am

N-OTICTAN EITA

8431 SE Division St | (503) 257-0622

Daily 24 hours

MARIURANA PARADISE ICH

9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm

NECTAR - NE SMIIIY [ B |

3350 NE Sandy BIvd | (971) 703-4777
NECTAR - 122ND AVE

1019 NE 122nd Ave | (971) 279-2512
Daily 10am-11pm

NECTAR - MISSISSIPPI ITH

4125 N Mississippi | (503) 206-4818
Daily 10am-11pm

NECTAR - SW I‘IJIITIMIII [ E |

10931 SW 53rd Avenue | (503) 477-8800
Daily 10am-11pm
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OREGON
ALBANY

ADULT SHOP

3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

24 Hours / 7 Days
ASTORIA

ANNIE'S SALOON
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage

Tue-Sat Sim-2:30am

IMAGINE THAT

197 NE Third St/ (541) 312-8100

Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days

STARS CABARET

197 NE 3rd St/ (541) 388-4081

Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers

Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 4pm-2am
C00S BAY

BACHELOR'S INN
63721 Edwards Rd / (541) 266-8827
1 Stage, Full Bar, Full Menu

Mon-Sat 4Em-2:30am, Sun Gim-Z:SOam

ADULT SHOP

2315 9th StNW / (541) 754-7039

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

ADULT SHOP

90 Holeman Aly / (541) 688-5411

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

24 Hours / 7 Days

ADULT SHOP

720 Garfield St/ (541) 345-2873

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am
ADULT SHOP

86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203

Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade, Novelties,
Lingerie

8am-12am / 7 Days

B & B DISTRIBUTORS

710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999

Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days

CASTLE MEGASTORE

3570 W 11th Ave / (541) 988-9226

Essentials For Lovers

Sun-Thu 11am-11pm, Fri-Sat 11am-1am

THE NILE

1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869

Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers

Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am

SILVER DOLLAR CLUB

2620 W 10th PI/ (541) 485-2303

Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages

Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6§m-2:303m

LAST CHANCE SALOON
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage

12pm-2:30am Dail
KLAMATH FALLS

THEALIBI
5711 S 6th St/ (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery

3im-2:303m /7 Dafs

IMAGINE THAT Il

2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry,Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
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ADULT LAND

2755 S Pacific Hwy / (541) 770-5493
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm

ADULT SHOP

261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

24 Hours / 7 Days

CASTLE MEGASTORE

1601 N Riverside Ave / (541) 608-9540
Essentials For Lovers

Sun-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11im

SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM

611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

ADULT SHOP

726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

ROSEBURG

FILLED WITH FUN

2498 Old Highway 99E S/ (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,

Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12im-95m

ADAM & EVE
4635 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6020
Lingerie, Clothing, Books, Gifts, Novelties
Mon-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-11pm,
Sun 12pm-6pm

ADULT SHOP

155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

24 Hours / 7 Days

ADULT SHOP

2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

24 Hours / 7 Days

ADULT SHOP

3113 River Rd N/ (503) 390-4371

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

10am-12am Daily

BOB'S ADULT BOOKS

3815 State St/ (503) 363-3846

Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater
9am-2am / 7 Days

CHEETAHS KXX CABARET & MODELING

3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969

18+ Juice Bar, Full Menu

Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 6pm-5am,

Sun 7pm-2am. Modeling 24 Hours / 7 Days
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET

5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782

Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery

Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am
PRESLEY'S PLAYHOUSE

3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 371-1565

Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
2pm-2:30am / 7 Days

SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM

3473 Silverton Rd / (503) 370-7080

Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade

24 Hours / 7 Days

STARS CABARET

1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063

Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
VIKENS

3815 State St/ (971) 304-7082

Lingerie Modeling

24 Hours / 7 Da

'

%“

BRICK HOUSE

136 4th St/ (541) 988-1612

Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers, 1 Stage, 2 Cages
Mon-Sat 3pm-2:30am

KNOCKERS

1195 Main St/ (541) 844-1019

Full Bar, Full Menu, 4 Stages

Sun-Thu 7pm-2:30am, Fri-Sat 3pm-2:30am

xmag.com

SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM

1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969

Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

THE MANCRVE

1444 Main St / (541) 515-6656

Full Bar, Full Menu, 1 Stage

Mon-Fri 12im-2:30am, Sat-Sun 4§m-2:306m

ADULT SHOP

3506 W 6th St/ (541) 298-1874

Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade,
Lingerie

Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am

RIVERSIDE SPORTS BAR AND LOUNGE
1501-6th St/ (541) 922-4112

2 Stages, Full Bar, Lottery, Full Menu,
Closed Mon, Tue-Thu 4pm-2:30am,

Fri 11am-2:30am, Sat-Sun 12pm-2:30am
Adult Entertainment: 6pm-2am

WASHINGTON
ABERDEEN

THE FANTASY SHOP

213 E Wiskah St/ (360) 532-8078

Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,
Sun 12pm-8pm

Videos, Magazines, Books
| BREMERTON _

ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO

338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551

DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 8am-2am, Sun 10am-10pm

TURF NEWS

321 N Callow Ave / (360) 479-0111

Videos, Magazines, Books

Mon-Sat 11am-1am, Sun 11am-12am

RIRPORT VIDEO 2

21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys

10am-2am / 7 Dajs

AIRPORT VIDEO 1

11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555

Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
24 Hours / 7 Days

CASTLE MEGASTORE
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers

Sun-Thu 10am—11im, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

PLEASURES PEAK

519 Central Ave S / (253) 220-8509

Lingerie, Dancewear, Novelties & Accessories
Mon-Sat 11am-9:30pm

THE FANTASY SHOP

604 Central Ave S / (253) 850-8428

Adult Products & Smoke Supplies

Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm,

Sun 12pm-8pm
LAKEWOOD

ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO

3922 100th St SW / (253) 582-3329

DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 8am-2am, Sun 10am-10pm

LIBERTY BOOK STORE

3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362

Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade

Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

DEANNA'S VIDEO

15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-1am / 7 Days

LOVERS LAIR

4001 198th St SW #7 / (425) 775-4502
DVDs, Novelties, Lingerie, Unique BDSM
Supplies

Mon-Sat 10am-10pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade

Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am—10im

CLUB SINROCK
208 SW 16th St/ (425) 255-3110
18+ Gentlemen’s Club, 1 Stage, ATM

Mon-Fri Zim—Zam, Sat-Sun Gim—Zam

DANCING BARE
10338 Aurora Ave N/ (206) 523-1227

18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM, DVDs, Toys, Novelties
11am-2:30am/ 7 Days

HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE

12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056

DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater

24 Hours / 7 Days

07'S TREASURE BOX

10318 Aurora Ave N / (206) 526-2224

DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Smoke/Vape

Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am, Sun 12pm-5pm

SANDS SHOWGIRLS

7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225

18+ Gentlemen'’s Club (No Cover), Pool, ATM
12pm-2:30am / 7 Days

TABOO VIDEO

9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855

DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
8am-12am /7 Days

THE FANTASY SHOP

9630 16th Ave SW /(206) 762-3299

Adult Products & Smoke Supplies

10am-11pm / 7 Days

VIDEO VIDEOS

10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973

DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties,
Theater
10am-3am / 7 Days

RONNA'S VIDEO
19540 Aurora Ave N / (206) 542-1044
Videos, Magazine, Arcade, Novelties, Toys

Open Sun-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-1am
SILVERDALE

CASTLE MEGASTORE
2789 NW Randall Way / (360) 308-0779
Essentials For Lovers

Sun-Thu 11am-10im, Fri-Sat 11am-11im

HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE

3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am

& Sun 12pm-10pm
SPOKANE VALLEY

CASTLE MEGASTORE

11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers

Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE

9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater

24 Hours / 7 Dazs

CASTLE MEGASTORE

6015 Tacoma Mall Blvd / (253) 471-0391
Essentials For Lovers

10am-1am / 7 Days

ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO

5440 South Tacoma Way / (253) 474-9871
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 8am-2am, Sun 10am-10pm
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No bed frame, just a mattress and box spring on
the floor. Clare looked over at the man sleeping
next to her, Mac. This is Mac's apartment. She
didn’t notice the night before, when they came
stumbling in, how shabby his room was. Clos-
ing her eyes, she felt her head swim, remember-
ing falling on the bed and running her hands up
his shirt and across his hard abs. The last few men
she hooked up were doughy and awkward. Mac
had a lean build, a thick beard and a fine mat of
straight black hair on most of his body—a current
running from the back of his neck to the crack of
his ass. His dick was skinny and long. Everything
about him was long and dramatic; nose, eyelash-
es, fingers, perfect legs. He had wavy hair, round
John Lennon glasses and usually had a Greek fish-
erman’s cap tilted back on his head.

And, his arms looked toned.

How did she get so lucky? Images of the future
flashed by—the two of them holding hands at a
protest, standing together at a table asking peo-
ple for signatures, being interviewed for a book
they wrote together, meditating onstage with
Noam Chomsky,

She slid over to where he was still sleeping on his
side and attempted to spoon him, but he woke up
with a start. He was immediately alert, saying “Oh
yeah...uh,” and got up, ignoring her as he tugged
on his genitals on the way to the bathroom to piss
loudly and hawk loogies with the sink running.
She heard him leave the bathroom, but he didn’t
come back into the bedroom. Clare stretched her
legs and listened for sounds coming from the oth-
er room, wondering what he was doing. He had
two posters on his wall: one a small, faded poster
with a geisha girl holding a tiger-striped fan, the
other depicting the Bikini Atoll nuclear test, with
demographics at the bottom listing all the spe-
cies of animal that were killed in the blast.

The floor of his room had clothing strewn about
on stained and old carpeting. An empty cloth-
ing hamper with filthy boxer shorts dropped
just before it. The paint on the wall by the bed
was smeared and faded from being touched by
hair and hands of sleeping people and the cheap
blinds on the window were broken. What seemed
at first distant condo building, turned out to be
explosion and shooting sounds coming from the
living room. Past dating experience identified the
sounds as being from Call Of Duty. Was his room-
42
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mate up? She met Ziggy once before and thought
he was a creep. She didn’t want to see him, so she
laid there for a while—waiting for Mac to return.

She started to notice a heavy boy smell. The car-
pet looked disgusting and old. On the floor, next
to the bed, was a pair of Iron Maiden board shorts
with a few wet spots...last night’s cum rag. Gross.
A sickening feeling began to stir in her abdomen.
Mac’s living situation was out of line with the fan-
tasies she had been having for the past week,
since he had stared intently at her across the
round table meeting at PSU. Then, she remem-
bered him saying something about having al-
ready graduated. And, he wasn't a grad student...
so why was he a part of the college action group?
A flash of intuition suggested he showed up to
meet women.

No way—Mac had been all over last night's pro-
test. He gave a shit...or, at least acted like he did.

Clare didn't like where this train of thought was
leading, so she got up, put on her pants and car-
digan and went to the bathroom, tiptoeing across
the spongy, ancient carpet that felt damp wher-
ever she stepped.

The bathroom was filthy. It reeked from dried, old
piss—no doubt crusted all around the base of
the toilet. No soap, no towel and a scrap of pub-
lic school grade toilet paper left. This couldn't all
be Ziggy's fault.

Walking gingerly down the hallway, Clare saw
Mac sitting in a grungy Lazyboy, taking a hit off
of a bong with a video game on pause. When he
saw her, he coughed and waved his hand in front
of his face.

“Hey, you're up”
“Yeah. | was waiting for you to come back in”"
“Oh, I thought you were sleeping”

“Well, no, I tried to spoon you, but you got up and
didn’t come back.”

“Uh, yeah, | had to take a leak.”
“Hmmm.

His bloodshot eyes held hers for a second longer
before going back to the video game. Clare sat on
a cold, wooden chair and sighed—another fuck-
ing manchild. Another perennially-stoned, vid-
eo-game-addicted flake. Probably has a long dis-
tance girlfriend. A carrier for HPV.

She had assumed she had gotten better at spot-
ting them, these scrubs. He was probably lying
about being vegan too. Clare got up and walked
into the kitchen—her socks sticking on the floor.
A waft of rotting food from the sink almost made

her throw up and when she looked in vain for a
clean glass. She noticed a jug of whole milk and
Golden Grahams on the counter. “I thought you
were vegan.”’

“Usually, mostly vegetarian though. Then, with a
delivery clearly influenced by Adult Swing shows,
“Golden Grahams are-mah-jams...oh shit!” Some-
one killed him with a grenade launcher in the
game. Embarrassing that she knew that.

“Mac, could you make some coffee?”

“Oh, let me get you some. There’s a place nearby
that has uh, great, uh..” He paused the game and
got up.

“I see some coffee right here and a French press.
| can make it

“No, no..let me go to the place, it's right around
the corner”’

“Let me go with you!
“No, it's fine, just chill here, I'll be right back”

Mac put on his engineer boots and denim jack-
et, then spent nearly a minute in front of a small
mirror, adjusting his beanie so it was covering his
ears, leaving a bit of elfin slack on the back of his
head. He then pulled a little bit of hair out of the
front of the beanie, then mussed it a little, so it
didn't look intentional. Mac mumbled something
while doing some unnecessary gesturing with his
arms...like a low rent Vincent Gallo.

Not again. How could I not see it?

Clare looked at her phone and saw Jen had texted
her a couple times.

“I didn't see you leave last night, but someone
said they saw you getting an Uber with Mac—you
didn’'t go home with him, did you?”

Clare texted back, “Yeah

“Where are you?”

“At his place. He said he was gonna get coffee”

“Sheila hooked up with him, too. He left his place
in the morning and waited for her to leave on her
own!" Then, “There’s more. Let's meet. | have some
things to tell you. Don't panic, though!”

Clare went and sat down in Mac’s Lazyboy and
stared out the window at a bird bath, covered in

wet brown leaves.

Fucking Portland.
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1)  CAN'T KEEP TRACK OF SEXUAL
IDENTITIES

exotic magazine | xmag.com

2) BLACK LIVES MATTER

3) FEMINISM HAS BECOME CONFUSING

4) THE POLICE STATE IS IN FULL EFFECT

5) THERE IS NO JUSTICE ELSEWHERE
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5&6) Marsha P. Johnson & Sylvia Rivera

2) Dolores Huerta

3) Artemisia Gentileschi

1) Sylvia Earle

4) Emily Wilding Davison
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CLASSIFIEDS

DENNIS HOF’S TEAM BUNNY RANCH!
NOW HIRING FUN GIRLS!
4 Reno/Tahoe Brothels
3 Las Vegas Brothels
Email MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com
Or Dennis@BunnyRanch.com
Or Call (888) 286-6972
We will work around your schedule
and provide housing!
www.BunnyRanch.com
(You Don’t Have To Be On TV)

SEATTLE DANCERS$
Auditioning Daily For Girls Who

Want To Make Fast Cash
Call (425) 255-3110
www.ClubSinRock.com

ANNIE’S SALOON
Only Strip Club In Clatsop County!
Hiring Dancers - No Experience Needed!
Low Stage Fees & Low Tip Outs!
Call (503) 791-2842

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE - Salem, OR
(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily

PRESLEY’S PLAYHOUSE
Dancers Wanted! Day Shift 2pm-8pm
& Night Shift 8pm-2am.
Enjoy A $10 House Fee!

3803 Commercial St SE (Salem)
(503) 371-1565

STARS BRIDGEPORT
Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff
Call (503) 726-2403

SPEARMINT RHINO
Now hiring dancers!
Daily auditions from 4pm-7pm.
Call (503) 894-9219 for more info!

CLUB ROUGE
PORTLAND’S PREMIER GENTLEMEN’S CLUB
Always Contracting Entertainers
Drop-in auditions are Mon-Sat 11am-6pm,
Sun 2pm-6pm
HUNNIES IS NOW SELECTIVELY HIRING

Email Info With Recent Pics To
PortlandsHottestHunnies@gmail.com

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St. Hiring girls 18 & over.
Auditions Mon-Sat 2pm-9pm.
Call (503) 252-3529

SAFARI SHOWCLUB
Auditioning Dancers 21+
For Bookings Or To Schedule An
Audition, Contact Alé
@ (503) 268-7429
Between 10am And 10pm

DEVIL DANCER PROMOTIONS
Booking 4 Casa Diablo & other strip clubs.
Wanted: Angelic faces with devilishly
delightful bodies. Make more $$$ than
God! 18+, no experience necessary.
Stage fee is only $2 per shift.

Call (503) 222-6600 now!
www.Booking.Dance/Audition

MYSTIC GENTLEMEN’S CLUB
Now Hiring Portland’s Top Entertainers
(21+) For All Shifts! Open Auditions
Tuesdays & Fridays 2pm-8pm.
(503) 803-1830

DREAM ON SALOON
Now Hiring Dancers 21+
Low Stage Fees + No Mandatory Tip Outs
Work Any Shift Available — You Decide!
(503) 268-7429

HAWTHORNE STRIP
Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up An Audition, Send A Few Pho-
tos, A Brief Summary Of Your Experience
& Contact Information To
HawthorneStrip@gmail.com

KING’S IS HIRING DANCERS
All Shifts Available
Call Leah At (503) 780-0155

exotic magazine |
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WHISPERS
Auditioning Sexy, Motivated, 18+,
Independent Lingerie Models
Contact Jamie @ (360) 281-7584
Daily Shifts Available Starting @ 11am
Stage Fees - Earn Top Dollar

ALL-NEW BOOM BOOM ROOM!
New look! New sound! New feel!
Classy exotic dance club on upscale
SW Barbur Blvd. Seeking top-quality
dancers. Call (503) 919-8644
Auditions daily 2pm-8pm

MOTIVATED MODELS NEEDED
G Spot is hiring motivated, money-minded
lingerie models 18+. Female owned &
operated — the most established lingerie
shop in PDX. Call lvy at (503) 972-1111
or email sheena@pdxgirls.com

* MISCELLANEOUS »

TALK IS CHEAP — AND DIRTY!
Call FREE! (503) 416-7435

Or (800) 700-6666
www.RedHotDateline.com

WHERE REAL GAY MEN MEET
FOR UNCENSORED FUN! 18+
Browse & Reply For Free
(503) 416-7444

LIKE DOMINATION?
Miss Karma Experienced In BDSM

Fully-Equipped Dungeon
3414 NE 82nd Ave PDX 97220

ROCK HARD PDX
Specializing In Live Bands, Karaoke
& 5-Star Food. Featuring Pool Tables,
Video Poker, Sports, Game Competition.
www.RockHardPDX.com

HYPNOX PHOTOGRAPHY
WWW.HYPNOX.COM - (206) 226-3853

10 ADVERTISE
HERE, CALL
(503) 804-4479

Xxmag.com
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A buddy of mine compared feminists to skinheads
on Facebook the other day and caught a lot of shit
from female college students with shaved heads.
Best popcorn I've had in weeks. However, | think he
may have been on to something, but not what ev-
eryone would assume: what if the term “skinhead”
was synonymous with anti-racism and people with
hate-based ideology were simply abusing the label
and ignoring its historical significance—just like tra-
ditional feminists vs. modern fauxmenists? Well, that
turns out to be the case.

Although technically still alive in super-under-
ground subcultures, the original (or “traditional”)
skinheads consisted of black and white members,
with a focus on fighting for the rights of work-
ing class dock laborers in the UK [1]. Ironically, the
“two-toned” movement (a branch of the traditional
skinhead culture that literally represents “black and
white”) focused exclusively on anti-racist themes,
with UK laborers drawing inspiration from Jamaican
culture, imported by their black co-workers, with
whom they sided in a display of classical socialism. A
notable example of this is the ska genre (tangential
to skinhead, mods and rude boy subcultures), with
bands like Madness and The Specials not only em-
bracing the two-toned theme with a racially mixed
set of band members, but class war themes as well.
The logo for the latter group is a goddamn black and
white checkerboard pattern...the proof of racial har-
mony being a foundation of the skinhead subcul-
tureis sitting on a CD shelf at your local record store.

Speaking of which, record stores used to sell “music”
on things called “vinyl albums” and did not entire-
ly limit their stock to Misfits shirts and weed pipes.

Back on topic, the idea of “skinhead” becoming syn-
onymous with “racist” was completely off the table,
as well as counterproductive..until a period in the
late 70s and early 80s. During this time, the mod-
ern, mainstream variety of racist “skinhead” (referred
to as "boneheads” by traditional skins) took to the
mainstream eye, thanks in part to trash talk televi-
sion shows and a variety of new, angry young white
kid that embraced racism—as well as skinhead
aesthetic—in the same fashion as today’s alt-right
does, due to fuzzy-at-best overlap between working
class themes (socialism) and those endorsed by Hit-
ler in WWII (national socialism). Flash forward four
decades and the term “skinhead” endorses the ex-
act opposite of what its founding members intend-
ed. This is not because large numbers of traditional
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skinheads left their non-racist peers to join the KKK,
but instead, a fault of the media, popular culture and
social media (yes, zines and word-of-mouth count)
shining the spotlight on the sexy-for-broadcast,
good-for-ratings racist variety of “skinhead” that
American audiences would love to hate.

The process by which, over time, popular culture fil-
ters out authenticity of a subculture or movement—
in a way that allows for retention of only the worst
aspects of said subculture or movement—is what |
call the Lowest Common Denominator Half-Life. No,
I'm not referring to playing Xbox with your mentally-
challenged cousin..listen up.

Subcultures are consumed by pop culture, which in
turn profits from them after filtering them through
an LCD distillation process. During this process, all
socially dangerous (read: effective) elements of the
movement are stripped down, but the lowest com-
mon denominator elements seem to have a half-
life that allows them to survive for much longer
than the original movement'’s core elements. Look
at punk rock; punk went from one-dollar basement
shows put on by people who didn't know how to
play their instruments, to weekend-long festivals
with ninety-dollar-per-day price tags (and bottled
water that costs about the same). Same thing with
hip hop. Tune to any mainstream rap radio station,
then follow it up with a Public Enemy album to see
what | mean. Why do you think an NWA biopic was
made without a single track from the group being
brought back into radio rotation? And, yes, there are
clean edits of NWA songs.

Hip hop and punk rock share something in com-
mon besides LCD half-life; both genres are (or, were)
a threat to the status quo. Jello Biafra and Ice Cube
would expose institutionalized racism, corrupt gov-
ernments, methods of resistance and, of course, in-
clude catchy hooks and gritty riffs to addict the lis-
tener. Once the mainstream media machine gets a
hold of it, Jello goes missing and Ice Cube ends up
on a raft in Oregon. And, in the same vein as tradi-
tional skinheads, as the numbers of conscious rap-
pers and DIY punk rockers disappear from the mar-
ket, their subculture is now umbrellad under a
watered-down label that goes against everything it
once stood for.

Take a look at what's happening with feminism and
try to avoid comparing it to the skinhead move-
ment. A movement originally oriented around
equality, but now carries an emphasis on (group
members) first, with fringe groups that advocate for
the physical harm (or worldwide elimination of) an
outside group of people, backed by claims regard-
ing how that same outsider group of people are sta-
tistically more likely to commit violent crime, blam-
ing an invisible, government-endorsed system of
control for oppressing (group members) and en-
dorsing a warped interpretation of socialist values,
all the while stating that the movement has nothing
to do with hating the outside group, but is simply
about embracing pride of (group members).

The nine out of ten readers who know what femi-
nism is actually about (and a handful of our writ-
ers) are probably steaming at the collar reading this,
but take this example as a warning, not a criticism;

your movement may contain fringe groups of non-
accepted-as-the-norm, hate-filled members (Nazis,
TERFs, etc.), but once the LCD Half-Life kicks in—af-
ter the mainstream media has pushed the major-
ity of your rational, clear-thinking members to the
shadows in favor of the more advertiser-friendly
fringe figures who represent the worst of the worst
that your group has to offer—say goodbye to your
movement's label as it's handed over to the lunatics
you're sick of booting from your meetings.

Most people are good at heart, while the state (me-
dia, government, Oprah, etc.) is concerned with one
thing: making a dollar. This is why the LCD Half-Life
works twofold: it eliminates any threat to the status
quo originally posed by a movement, while simulta-
neously commodifying the movement so that it can
produce as much revenue for the longest amount of
time. Honest, eye-opening discussion about gender
being on a spectrum between two biologically de-
fined points that many people don't align with due
to societal norms conflicting with diverse biological
makeups? BO-RING. Give us a Kardashian that used
to have a dick, then make ‘em curse a lot on televi-
sion between bad surgical procedures. Oh, while
you're at it, give the former Wheaties box centerfold
a"Woman Of The Year” award instead of that autistic
teenage girl who cured a rare disease using house-
hold items. That will stick it to the ol’ patriarchy.

The government doesn’t endorse “social justice”
of any kind, and behind any social movement is a
handful of defiant people who came before laws.
The first instance of women having the right to vote
was in Wyoming, where male farmers (landowners)
offered women voting rights in an effort to get vagi-
na-bearing residents to move to Wyoming [2]. Rosie
The Riveter? She was a propaganda campaign to
keep factories running while their former occupants
were fighting a war. Women voting? No money to
be made. War? Money to be made. Are we seeing a
pattern yet?

So, the LCD Half-Life explains why Amy Schumer
and Lena Dunham got more air time in the last five
weeks than Kathleen Madigan has received since
earning “Best Female Comic” twenty years ago, or
why Adele (boring, uninspired, consumes lots of
baked goods) has one hit single that outlasts Flor-
ence + The Machine’s (empowered, multi-talented,
risky) entire career. It's the same reason that Drop-
kick Murphys had to kick a dude out of their show
for doing Hitler salutes during the band’s ode to tra-
ditional skinheads (YouTube it) or why Brian “Mu-
sic For Your Dad” Setzer’s old band Stray Cats gave
props to skinheads in a track titled “Rumble In Brigh-
ton,"that no one but your dad (and a few traditional
skinheads) has heard.

Oh, just in case you want to do your research, keep
in mind that the top result for “Black Skinhead” takes
internet users to a Kanye West song. If that doesn't
prove my point, | don't know what will.

[1] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skinhead (citations
at bottom of page)

[2]  http://www.wyohistory.org/encyclopedia/right-
choice-wrong-reasons-wyoming-women-win-right-
vote
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