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THU 02 – UNION JACKS – FRANKI'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

FRI 03 – STARS CABARET – CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION

SAT 04 – DEVILS POINT – 9TH ANNUAL STAR WARS NIGHT

SAT 04 – GUILTY PLEASURES 
JULIE'S STAR WARS BIRTHDAY BASH

SAT 04 – STARS CABARET – CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION

SAT 04 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 
POLEROTICA 2024 QUALIFIER ROUND V

SUN 05 – STARS CABARET 
CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION

FRI 10 – DREAM ON 
POLEROTICA 2024 QUALIFIER ROUND VI

FRI 10 – UNION JACKS – FAWN'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

SAT 11 – UNION JACKS 
HAPPY HEAVENLY BIRTHDAY TO ILYA

FRI 17 – GUILTY PLEASURES 
POLEROTICA 2024 QUALIFIER ROUND VII

FRI 24 – CHEETAHS (SALEM) 
MADDI RAY'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

SAT 25 – DANTE'S – POLEROTICA 2024 FINALS

HAPPY HOURS

CABARET – 2PM-6PM
DEVILS POINT – 3PM-6PM

DESIRE – 6PM-9PM
DV8 – NOON-3PM

THE LOUNGE - 11AM-4PM
LUCKY DEVIL – 3PM-6PM
UNION JACKS – 6PM-8PM

THE P-TOWN HAPS

I’ll get right to task this month, as space is limi-
ted! You all know I like to start with birthdays, 
and we have no shortage this month… The cele-
brations start at Union Jacks on Thursday, May 2, 
for Franki’s Birthday Party! Just a couple of days 
later, on Saturday, May 4, Julie will celebrate her 
Star Wars-themed Birthday Bash at Guilty Pleasu-
res. Then, on Friday, May 10, it's Fawn's Birthday 
Party at Union Jacks. The very next day, on Satur-
day, May 11, there's a birthday remembrance ri-
ght back at Union Jacks. Happy Heavenly Birthday 
to Ilya, the beloved founder! Wrapping up birth-
days for May, we have Maddi Ray's Birthday Party 
at Cheetahs in Salem on May 24! Happy Birthday 
to you all—I hope you enjoy your special day!

But wait…there’s more (in my best Slap Chop du-
de’s voice)! Who’s in for some Cinco de Mayo fun? 
Stars Cabaret (Bridgeport and Salem) will have 
their Cinco de Mayo Celebration all weekend long 
(Friday, May 3 through Sunday, May 5), complete 
with food and drink specials, giveaways, and prizes. 
Stars is also showing the love to our active duty and 
veteran military members with free admission on 
Saturday, May 18. Awesome!

Now you know I wasn’t getting through all the 
events this month without writing: May the 4th be 
with you! Celebrate Star Wars style at Devils Point 
on Saturday, May 4, with their 9th Annual Star Wars 
Night! I call dibs on Jar Jar Binks—nobody better 
show up with the same out�t, okee day!?

POLEROTICA 2024

Well..folks…it’s hard to believe we're already at the 
halfway point of Polerotica! If you haven't made it to 
one of the quali�er rounds so far, you're de�nitely 
missing some fantastic performances and industry 
moments!

We'd like to congratulate all of our qualifying �nalists 
to date:

Round 1:  Rain from Sunset Strip, Destiny from Guilty 
Pleasures, and Shayla from Guilty Pleasures
Round 2:  Raven Lynx from Kit Kat Club, Kota from X 
Exotic Lounge, and Kit Kat from Kit Kat Club 
Round 3:  Nyx from Firehouse Cabaret, Synn from Stars 
Cabaret (Salem), and Remy from Stars Cabaret (Salem) 
& Club Detour

(Check out the left-hand page to see photos of all the 
abovementioned �nalists in action during their quali-
fying set.)

Don't miss the last three qualifying rounds: Saturday,
May 4 at X Exotic Lounge, Friday, May 10 at Dream On Sa-
loon, and Friday, May 17 at Guilty Pleasures! Then, it's the 
ultimate pole showdown at the Finals on Saturday, May 
25, at Dante's in Downtown Portland. Don’t miss this night!

Support your local businesses, including every industry 
business within these pages.

[IG: @exotic_mag  |  X: @exoticmag  |  FB: @xoticmag] 
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There are plenty of hit pieces, TikToks, pam-
phlets, gaudy biopics, poorly-written autobi-
ographies, poorly-written biographies, and 
after-school specials about the dangers of 
drug and alcohol use and how they derailed 
the careers of otherwise upstanding and 
good-natured musicians. We’re all well aware 
of how they were the pinnacle of virtue and 
inspiration, and then after one sip of booze or 
one snort of blow, it was straight to the gut-
ter, in a bum’s out�t with alimony bills stu�ed 
in their pockets. We don’t need to waste any 
more words on those cautionary tales, espe-
cially not in a magazine that mostly consists 
of naked women that you’re reading in a bar.

What I will spend these pages grandstand-
ing about is the dangers of air travel! Nobody 
talks about the health risks and addictive na-
ture of private jets! Wake up, sheeple! I’m sick 
and tired of these stories of tragedy being 
buried in lieu of sexier, sensationalist stories 
of heroin overdoses and alcohol poisoning. 
We need to address the real monster in the 
room—the real temptress of all successful 
artists. The power to defy gravity, beat traf-
�c, and soar like a God above the peasants 
below! Not even once, young aspirants! Air 
travel only leads to death! Just look at these 
�ne stars, who were full of potential and cut 
down in their prime.

Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and 
The Big Bopper

Starting with the obvious one here. The �rst 
and likely most proli�c example of air travel 
madness came early in the history of pop 
music (and air travel, for that matter.) In 1959, 
all three of these massively in�uential pop 

stars gave in to the ghastly throws of decid-
ing not to take the tour bus out of Iowa. It’s 
heart-breaking to know that Buddy Holly 
himself chartered the �ight. Behind those 
innocent-looking horn-rimmed glasses were 
the eyes of an addict. And it cost him, two 
of the biggest musicians of their time, and a 
pilot (whose name I can’t remember) to lose 
their lives. Think about that next time you put 
on “Peggy Sue.” Even the squeakiest-clean 
rock legends weren’t immune to the lure of 
the skies.

John Denver

The only thing worse than getting someone 
else to �y your death trap is �ying one your-
self! Can you believe that some musicians are 
so �agrant in their air travel that they go out 
of their way to learn how to �y themselves? 
The hubris. The only thing more shameful 
than this blatant air travel abuse is an adult 
animated show making light of it less than 
three years later. Unlicensed, homebrewed 
piloting isn’t a joke, South Park!

Aaliyah

Three banger albums, two questionably de-
cent starring �lm roles, and all of it gone after 
deciding to force the pilot to take o�, even 
though the plane was overloaded and un-
safe to �y. Nothing is so tragic and unsightly 
as watching a �end jonesing for a �x. Sadly, 
the pilot relented to the addict’s demand and 
took o� in the overloaded plane, killing not 
only the world-class singer and actress but 
also himself...in a �ery inferno! An important 
lesson on the dangers of being an enabler, as 
well. It can cost you your life, too!

Stevie Ray Vaughn

I’m sure it looked so cool when the cats at 
Woodstock did it. Flying over the dirty, un-
washed hippies stuck in tra�c, trying to 
break through the fence to get into the fes-
tival for free, like the cheap, lazy bums they 
always were. Watching Santana and Sly hop 
o� those helicopters straight onto the stage. 
I don’t blame young Stevie for being seduced 
by the thrill of riding that whirlybird. But 
look where it got him. Dead! That’s where! It 
always looks cooler in the movies. Nobody 
shows you the ugly side of helicopter rides.

A Signi�cant Portion of Lynyrd Skynyrd

If ever there was a cautionary tale about the 
dangers of air travel, it’s this: If you’re go-
ing to insist in partaking in the black magic 
that is making humans �y against God’s will, 
de�nitely don’t also release an album called 
“Street Survivors,” where your band is stand-
ing amongst �aming wreckage. It’s all fun 
and games until someone actually goes 
down in �ames.

Randy Rhoads

If post-Sabbath Ozzy and shredtastic guitar is 
your thing, this one probably hit you pretty 
hard. It’s hard to disagree that Ozzy’s best 
solo output was with—and most likely due 
to—the input and inclusion of this mostly 
sober little whipper-snapper. But while this 
tiny guitar tapper avoided the more famous 
vices of musicians, he gave in to that same si-
lent killer that took out Buddy Holly, The Big 
Bopper, and Ritchie Valens. The Beechcraft 
Bonanza! (Seriously, look it up. Same fucking 
airplane! Will these reckless rock stars never 
learn?!)

They won’t. But you can, dear reader! Just like 
Reefer Madness successfully dissuaded an en-
tire generation from using the devil’s lettuce 
in 1936, and its use is practically unheard of 
now, I hope this article (that you can get for 
free in a strip club) will save all you poor, lusty 
souls from dabbling in air travel. How Led 
Zeppelin spent a good chunk of the ‘70s in 
a Boeing 720 �tted with a fully-stocked bar, 
an electric organ, a TV, several couches, a 
sex room and survived God’s punishment is 
beyond me. But they are the exception, not 
the rule. The above-listed and many others 
are the more common and unsexy inevitable 
destination of the devil’s road through the 
air. Quit while you still have the chance, Tay-
lor Swift! Abstinence is the only way!
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I had an experience recently at a local 
beer store….er bar, which prompted 
me to write an article about it, speci�-
cally because my partner did not un-
derstand why it made me feel the way 
it had, which was, in the politest way of 
putting this, uncomfortable.

The thing that bothered me most was 
that my partner did not understand 
why this made me so uncomfortable 
because, to him and many other indi-
viduals of the “masculine” type, this sit-
uation could be easily brushed o� and 
never thought of again. Unfortunately, 
for myself and many other individuals 
out there (males not excluded here), 
this type of thing happens so frequently 
that you almost don’t feel like going out 
anymore—just because trying to make 
the situation not happen takes more ef-
fort than it did to put on an out�t that 
day (which is a feat for me some days, 
let me tell you).

I need to give my partner credit here, 
as he did try to make it noticeable that I 
was with him and that I should join the 
conversation he was holding with an-
other patron, but this didn’t put a halt 
or deter the individual trying to talk at 
me, in the slightest. It was also on me 
for not verbally stating how uncomfort-
able I was becoming, which is why I am 
writing this article. Because that last 
sentence is exactly what stops change 
from occurring, and when someone or 
a group of individuals are being repul-
sive adult toddlers, they need to be told 
that’s what they are acting like so that it 
doesn’t happen again—or at least not 
to you.

So, whoever you are, if you’re reading 
this article, read on. We can all learn 
something from my experiences, if not 
what to do, what not not to do. Don’t 

worry; I’ll make it fun. Because I’m nice, 
and I might like you. This is really just 
about proper etiquette when it comes 
to talking to people in public, how to 
notice obvious social queues, and what 
to do with them.

1) If you are sitting alone and minding 
your own business, it’s ok to stay that 
way. This goes for everyone. You do not 
have to feel pressured into holding a 
conversation with anyone in public. Did 
you just want to go to a bar and grab 
a drink because you had a long day? 
Maybe you’ve had your share of hearing 
people talk, or maybe you don’t need 
an explanation at all because you do not 
owe anyone anything...except for the 
bartender. Pay them. They might even 
be able to help you out of a jam like this. 

2) When you notice someone you’d like 
to try starting a conversation with, es-
pecially if you don’t know them, try in-
troducing yourself �rst. Simply saying, 
“Hey, I’m Tad. Do you mind if I sit here? 
We don’t have to talk if you don’t want 
to. I just didn’t wanna be the weirdo in 
the corner” might break the ice a bit. It 
also lets the person choose if they want 
to even have you by them, let alone 
converse. If they say, “No, I’m saving this 
seat for my friend,” then no means no. 
Even if that person has no friend and is 
kind of being a bit of an “uppercase B” 
by taking up two seats at a bar, respect 
their personal space. 

3) Don’t talk about politics to someone 
you don’t know, and try arguing your 
point of view. That’s it. If you both are 
trying to have open forum-style con-
versations about world events, neat. 
But don’t try shaming someone into be-
lieving you’re more correct than them. 
It just makes you into a huge ass.

4) Asking questions like, “What do you 

think the future of the world is?” is a 
loaded question and one I’m personally 
unable to respond to with a stranger, let 
alone one sitting at the bar next to me. 
So don’t go there. If you go there, pre-
pare for a weird answer. It’s also espe-
cially hard when that person is extraor-
dinarily drunk and trying to order you a 
drink you don’t want, which brings me 
to number 5. 

5) Do not ask what someone is having 
and say you’re buying them a drink. 
Telling someone you’re buying them 
a drink is, in this day and age, creepy 
and a bit insulting for reasons I have a 
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hard time describing. Asking if you can buy them a drink is 
great. I love when people ask if they can buy me a drink. If 
you’re turned down, don’t make it weird, bud. Just accept 
it, move along like it didn’t happen, and do not ask again.

6) If you are speaking to someone and they start turning 
their head and attention towards another direction or per-
son, they probably don’t want to continue your conversa-
tion. That isn’t true in all instances, but to be on the im-
proved social etiquette side of things, don’t try continuing 
to talk to them. At that point, you’re talking at them and 
trying to force a conversation they don’t want to have. It 
makes you look creepy again. Which is not what you want 
to go for. Also, no hands. Do not put your hand on their 
shoulder, and try turning them around. It’s so o�-putting 
and repulsive it almost makes me want to throw a glass of 
liquid in someone’s face when it happens.

7) If you are on the receiving end of 5 and 6, do not feel 
bad about turning them down. You aren’t doing any-
thing wrong, and politely stating your “No, but thanks” 
will hopefully sway them in the correct direction and help 
them understand that they might be making you feel un-
comfortable. You owe them nothing, I repeat, you owe 
them nothing. They should feel honored to have had you 
even acknowledge them when they said hello (see end 
paragraph*).

8) If you are with someone, and another individual is try-
ing to get your attention, but you are feeling awkward, 
do not be afraid or embarrassed to let the person you are 
with verbally know. If they aren’t getting the hint, make 
eyes with the bartender and then tell the person talking 
at you, “I’m trying to hang out with these people,” or “I’m 
just trying to sit in peace for a bit.” That way, the bartender 
also openly heard your statement and can keep a tab on 
the weirdo making unwanted advances. Again, this works 
for both men and women. Bartenders and industry folks, 
I can’t say it enough, they want to have your back. They 
like good groups of people and good customers and want 
you to feel safe. They might be like me and not like most 
people, but they want you returning and don’t appreciate 
weirdos breathing down their backs.

* When I say this, I full-heartedly mean it. Everyone’s breath 
and time are worth a dollar amount, and the dollar amount 
you set for yourself will be what determines the quality of 
people in your life. You might not be a millionaire boat owner 
with two pet cows, and your friends might all be warehouse 
workers or school lunch ladies with a secret �ask of Malört in 
their bosom, but that isn’t the point. The point is the quality 
of these people and how they interact with you tells you and 
those people how much you are worth to them. And it better 
be the whole damn world.

Hannah One Cup can be found on soc meds…on Facebook 
by her name, and Tik-Tok @thursdaynight_depression. 
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S T R I P  C L U B S  

82ND STRIP 1  FOOD LOTTERY
7737 SE 82nd Ave |  (503) 771-0096
Daily 12pm-1:30am 
ACROPOLIS 2  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
ANGELS 3  FOOD 
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 889-0916
Daily 1pm-8pm
BOTTOMS UP! 4  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 5  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB DETOUR 6  FOOD 
215 W Burnside St | (971) 385-1896
Wed-Thu 9pm-2:30am, Fri-Sat 8pm-2:30am
Sun 9pm-2:30am
CLUB ROUGE 7  FOOD LOTTERY
Portland: 403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Daily 5pm-2am
Beaverton: 8687 SW Hall Blvd | (971) 266-8340
Daily 11am-2am 
COLUMBIA STRIP 10  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 11  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 3pm-2:30am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DIAMONDS 13  FOOD LOTTERY
318 SW 3rd Ave | (503) 206-7133
Daily 6pm-2:30am
DOMINIQUE STELLA 34  FOOD 
15826 SE Division St | (503) 319-0318
Daily 2pm-2:30am 
DREAM ON 14  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765
Daily 11am-1am
DV8 15  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 2pm-2:30am
THE GOLD CLUB 16  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Mon-Fri 12pm-2am, Sat-Sun 2pm-2am
GOLDEN DRAGON EXOTIC CLUB 17  18+
324 SW 3rd Ave | (503) 274-1900
Tue-Thu 6pm-4am, Fri-Sat 6pm-6am,  
Sun 6pm-4am

GUILTY PLEASURES 18  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Sun-Thu 5pm-12am, Fri-Sat 5pm-2:30am
HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am
KIT KAT CLUB 20  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
THE LOUNGE 21  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Daily 11am-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 22  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am
MAGIC TAVERN 23  FOOD
2460 NW 24th Ave | (503) 894-8436 
Mon-Thu 7am-1am, Fri-Sat 7am-2am,  
Sun 4pm-1am
MARY’S CLUB 24  FOOD LOTTERY
503 W Burnside St | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
REVEAL LOUNGE 25  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Daily 4pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 26  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am 
STAG PDX 27  FOOD 
317 NW Broadway | (503) 894-9679
Mon-Thu 7pm-2am, Fri-Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 11am-2am
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 28  FOOD LOTTERY
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
THE SUNSET STRIP 29  FOOD LOTTERY
10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466
Mon-Fri 2pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 5pm-2:30am
THE VENUE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 30  FOOD LOTTERY
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523
Daily 10am-2:30am
TROPHY’S GENTLEMEN'S LOUNGE 31  FOOD 
8000 SE Foster Rd | (503) 954-2379
Sun-Mon 5pm-2am, Tue-Sat 3pm-2am 
UNION JACKS 35  FOOD
938 E Burnside St | (503) 236-1125
Mon-Fri 6pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 2:30pm-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 32  FOOD LOTTERY
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Daily 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 33  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E
ADAM & EVE 101
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 102
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 104
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 105
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
1310 SE 7th Ave | (971) 666-0237
Tue-Sat 12pm-8pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 106
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
FANTASYLAND (2) 107
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HOT BOX 108
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 109
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 110
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
MUJER HERMOSA 128
9850 SE Division St | (971) 867-6488
Daily 24 hours
MR. PEEP’S / MR. PEEP’S TOO (2) 111
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PDX BARBIES  113
11142 NE Halsey St | (503) 206-4535
Daily 24 Hours
PDX PEACHES  114
9243 NE Glisan St | (503) 444-7155
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 115
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

THE PLEASURE PALACE 128
3443 SE César E Chávez Blvd | (503) 208-2148
Daily 24 Hours
PUSSYCATS 116
3414 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 477-7019
Daily 24 hours
SHEENA’S GSPOT 117
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 118
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Tue-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 119
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 120
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 11am-12am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Portland: 237 SE MLK JR Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Daily 8am-2am 
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am
Portland: 14712 SE Stark St  | (971) 888-5159
Daily 10am-12am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Sun-Thu 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat 8am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 121
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
12961 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
Newberg: 2515 Portland Rd | (971) 412-7113
Daily 11am-9pm
THE VELVET ROPE 123
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Fri-Sat 8pm-3am, Sun 8pm-2am
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 124
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (971) 291-9765 
Call For Hours
X-OTIC TAN 125
8431 SE Division St | (503) 257-0622
Daily 24 hours
X-SENSUAL 126
3520 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 954-3115 
5226 SE Foster Rd | (503) 477-4614
Daily 24 Hours
XXXTASY 127
10518 NE Sandy Blvd Unit B | (503) 849-1138
Daily 24 hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE A
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-2:30am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
6pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR'S INN 
63721 Edward Rd / (541) 266-8827
Strip Club, Fine Food, Fancy Ladies, Cocktails
& Lottery
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am 

C O R V A L L I S
EVA’S BOUTIQUE 
2315 NW 9th St / (541) 754-7039
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri & Sat 10am-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
Mon-Wed 11am-8pm, Thu-Sat 11am-11pm, 
Sun 12pm-6pm
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
DIZZY’S SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Fri 2pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 6pm-2:30am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
EXCLUSIVELY ADULT 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours
SECRET LOUNGE 
1195 Main St / (458) 240-7215
Full Bar, Full Menu, Free Parking 
12pm-12am / 7 Days

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade 
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pm

C E N T R A L I A  

PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
Daily 10am-1am

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 200-4200
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,  
Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-11pm / 7 Days

P A S C O
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am-10pm

S E AT T L E
FANTASY UNLIMITED SLU 
2027 Westlake Ave / (206) 682-0167
Toys, Lingerie, Novelties & Books
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

FANTASY UNLTD AT THE MARKET 
1510 1st Ave / (206) 624-1784
DVDs, Toys, Lingerie, Novelties, Books, Theater & Arcade
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am, 
Sun 10am-8pm
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
JOES’ BAR & GRILL 
500 S King St / (206) 223-9266
Drinks, Pull Tabs, Pool Table
10am-2am / 7 Days 
SUGAR’S 
10338 Aurora Ave N / (206) 523-1227
18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM
10am-2:30am / 7 Days
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
Sun-Tue 10am-10pm, Wed-Sat 10am-12am
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-1am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am, 
Sun 12pm-10pm

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

T O L E D O
RED’S DESIRE ADULT STORE 
431 State Route 506 / (360) 864-6630
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun 12pm-6pm, Mon 12pm-8pm, Tue-Thu 
11am-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-10pm

YA K I M A
X SPOT 
1111 N 1st St Suite #5 / (509) 248-8598
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & 
Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days
YAKIMA ARCADE 
21 S Front St / (509) 575-9433
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & 
Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days

O R E G O N W A S H I N G T O N

DID WE MISS A 
LOCATION?

EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM
OR TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317

AND LET US KNOW!
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PORTLAND'S NEWEST PREMIER
UPSCALE GENTLEMEN'S CLUB

Diamonds Is Currently Accepting Walk-In 
Auditions. Auditions Held Daily From  

7pm To 9pm. Call (503) 206-7133 
KIT KAT CLUB

Performers Are Welcome To Audition
Daily Between 4pm And 5pm 

Creativity Is Encouraged 
231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 

Next To Voodoo Doughnut 
Text 503-919-8644 For More Information

 DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+
To Set Up An Audition, 

Send Unfiltered Photos To  
DV8GentlemensClub@Gmail.com 

HAWTHORNE STRIP
Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
X EXOTIC LOUNGE

Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Tue-Sun Between 7pm And 8pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To  
Ankeny Alley Text 503-919-8644  

For More Information 
PDX BARBIES
Hiring Models 18+

No Experience Needed • Flexible Schedule 
Clean & Discreet Environment 

DM IG: @PDX_Barbies Or X: @PDXBarbies 
JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 

SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!
Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 

For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 
Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7,

Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Cus-
tom To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees! 
Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@Yahoo.

com (Include Photo/Age/Availability)
DANCERS, JOIN OUR DETOUR FAMILY! 
Where It’s Safe, Fun, And You’ll Be Treated Right.

Text (971) 385-1896 Or DM Our IG  
@ClubDetourPDX. 

 Be A Part Of Something Nice! 
MOTIVATED MODELS NEEDED

Gspot is hiring motivated, money-minded 
lingerie models 18+. Female owned & 

operated — the most established lingerie 
shop in PDX. Text (503) 901-1101

or email sheena@pdxgirls.com  
JUST BLISS

NOW HIRING MODELS 18+
Flexible Schedule • Work By Appointment
6712 NE Sandy Blvd • Portland, OR 97213 

(503) 384-2373   IG: @_Just__Bliss_
XXXTASY

Now Hiring Entertainers 18+
No Experience Needed 
Call (503) 849-1138 Or 

Email XXXtasyPDX@Gmail.com
MAGIC TAVERN IS THE SPOT!

Auditions In-Person Mon-Fri  
Before 8pm (Walk-On Availability) 

Join An Ever-Growing Roster Of Dancers 
Who've Found The (Old) Portland Hustle 

Is More Fun And Less Hassle!
TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locations.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com
FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  

An On-Call Janitorial Position 
Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

EMMY JAMES PRIVATE DANCER
Located In Slabtown
Open 5 Days A Week

Call Or Text For More Information  
(971) 380-9151 

CLEANING MADE SEXY!
Miss Rose’s Topless Maid Service

(316) 650-9246 
RosesToplessMaidService@Gmail.com 

DreamyEntertainment.com 
KEEP PORTLAND PROVOCATIVE

Ex NBA Cheerleader Busty Ally, Portland's
Leading Provider In 
Luxurious & Sensual 

Body Rub Relaxation. 
Invest And Benefit From 
My Accomplished Erotic 

Massage Services! 
Tip Me Via Cash.app/$LovelyPDX

Ally Body Wellness Portland
www.RelaxationBliss.com 

HOT GIRLS MAKE BETTER COFFEE!
Visit The Bikini Baristas At

The Girls Next Door Espresso  
@ 8102 NE Killingsworth St

Portland, OR 97218

 BE A BUNNY! 
We Will Work Around Your Schedule!

Housing Provided!
(775) 246-9901

MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com 
CLUB FOXY

Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 
Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club! Great Team! 

Professional Environment!
Alicia (671) 747-7770

ClubFoxyGuam@Gmail.com 
www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam

CLUB USA
The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR

(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  
DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!

Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm
DREAM ON & THE LOUNGE

New Booking Manager
Looking For Beautiful, Professional 
Women With Good Personalities! 

Must Be 21+ 
Please Contact Jordan To Set Up An  

Audition. (503) 482-4000 
DEVILS POINT & LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 
Now Accepting Applications For Bar Staff 

And DJs. Must Have Current And Valid 
OLCC And Food Handlers Card. Experi- 
enced And Professional Personnel Only. 

www.DevilsPointBar.com/Contact 
STARS BRIDGEPORT

Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff
Audition Times Mon-Thu 2pm-8pm,  
Sun 4pm-8pm Call (503) 726-2403 

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St 

Hiring Girls 18 & Over
Auditions Daily 2pm-5pm

Call (503) 252-3529 
UNION JACKS CLUB

Looking For Beautiful Dancers With Great 
Attitudes! Experience Preferred, But Not  

Required. No Drama, Female-Owned  
Business. Text (503) 780-7526 For Booking  

CLUB ROUGE
Contracting Entertainers At Their Down-
town Portland And Beaverton Locations. 
Auditions Are Held Daily From 3pm-5pm.

 
       Scan
         To
       Apply

CLUB DESIRE IS NOW 
HIRING DANCERS!!!

Low House Fee. Flexible Hours. 
Text (503) 347-3267 To Set Up An Audition!!!

 MUJER HERMOSA PDX 
Now Hiring Models 21+

PDX’s Newest Lingerie Studio 
With A Prime Location! 

9850 SE Division St. Portland, OR 97266 
(971) 867-6488 

GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over For 
Portland’s Hottest Club · Auditions Mon-Fri 
Text/Call For Auditions (971) 352-2414

 X-SENSUAL
Now Hiring Models 18+ 

No Experience Necessary · Flexible Hours 
Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  

Or Text (503) 510-7936 Or DM Us
On Instagram At XSensual_PDX,  
XSensual_Foster Or XSensual_82 

Or On X At XSensualPDX 

CLASSIFIEDS
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 BE A BUNNY! 
We Will Work Around Your Schedule!

Housing Provided!
(775) 246-9901

MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com 

   • MISCELLANEOUS •
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Note: I’ll try to keep spoilers to a minimum, but 
truth be told, I’m probably not going to try very 
hard. I assume anybody who gives a shit about 
Road House has already seen both versions at 
least a handful of times by now.

When I learned a few months ago that a 
remake of Road House, starring Jake Gyl-
lenhaal as Dalton, was in the works, I imme-
diately knew I’d be writing about it once it 
was released. Those of you who have been 
reading my shit since I started writing for 
Exotic last summer might recall a piece that 
I wrote in July, praising Swayze’s Dalton for 
his approach to bouncer work (The Dalton 
Approach, July 2023. You can �nd it in the ar-
chives at xmag.com if you missed it!). People 
who know me well know how much I love 
the original.

Of course, since a big part of that love is 
because of its portrayal of my chosen pro-
fession, a remake in which Dalton is a UFC 
�ghter rather than a career bouncer caused 
me some concern. I worried that this version 
would disregard the professional ethos of 
Swayze’s Dalton and simply become a �ght-
ing movie. No more “I want you to be nice 
until it’s time to not be nice.” Just a bunch of 
dudes punching each other’s heads in. Con-
nor McGregor making his acting debut as 

the �nal boss bad guy sure didn’t do much 
to reassure. They were going to wind up vali-
dating Family Guy’s assertion that the only 
message in Road House is “that every prob-
lem in life can be solved by kicking.”

Then there’s the problem of movie remakes 
in general, especially when it’s a remake of 
any Swayze �ick. Point Break? Dirty Danc-
ing? Red-fucking-Dawn? The remakes were 
all hot garbage. Not one of them is fresher 
than 19 percent on Rotten Tomatoes. Do 
you know why? Because to try and improve 
on anything Swayze has ever done demon-
strates a level of hubris that tends to anger 
the gods...that’s why. Yet, here they were, re-
making Swayze again. It’s like they wanted to 
get their livers pecked out by eagles for all 
eternity. Or at least see their movie �op like 
the rest, which is arguably worse.

The �rst couple of times watching through 
it, I hated it. I knew I would initially hate it for 
all the reasons I just listed. Then, I watched it 
a couple more times, having shaken o� my 
preconceptions. When giving it a more ob-
jective view, my impression was that it was a 
pretty decent action �ick. I thought Connor 
McGregor was amazing, and I hope he does 
more acting after this, which surprised me 
a little bit but probably shouldn’t have. His 
character Knox was possibly the most enter-
taining, chaotic, evil character I’ve ever seen. 
Gyllenhaal was awesome as Dalton, which 
didn’t surprise me at all. I’ve admired him as 
an actor since his portrayal of Anthony Swof-
ford in Jarhead. As an action movie, this new 
version of Road House has everything: �ght-
ing, explosions, corruption, speed boats, 
�ghting on speed boats, explosions on speed 
boats, a crocodile, more �ghting, and Post 
Malone’s shirtless, inked-up dad bod.

To me, though, it certainly didn’t hold its 
own against the original. There was just too 
much missing, not least of which...precisely 
the things I had worried they’d leave out. 
Sure, there were a few cool nods to the origi-
nal: Dalton telling the doctor stitching him 
up that “No one wins a �ght,” the restaurant 
next to the bookstore named the Double 
Deuce, hell, even the bookstore itself echoed 
the original Dalton’s penchant for reading 
(I’m not entirely certain Gyllenhaal’s version 
even knows how to read, but I am entirely 
certain he didn’t have Swayze’s philosophy 
degree). On the other hand, the absence of 
Dalton’s mentor, Wade Garrett, left a notice-
able void in the story. Gyllenhaal’s Dalton 
sure could have used someone giving him 
sound advice, watching his back, and call-
ing him “mijo” on a regular basis. Swayze and 
Sam Elliott portrayed a really great example 
of a hetero-male friendship grounded in a 
healthy brand of masculinity; their trust in—
and vulnerability with—each other and the 
ease with which they expressed a�ection to 
one another really added to the sense that 
Dalton was a level-headed guy who wasn’t 
approaching his job with undue aggression 
or machismo. Trading that out for Gyllen-
haal’s archetypal sullen loner felt like a step 
backward for the character.

It wasn’t until a few nights ago, when I was 
discussing the movie at work with my friend 
Bill, that I began to see it in its proper con-
text. The remake is best viewed, he informed 
me, as a prequel. Holy shit. It all clicked into 
place. It’s not meant as a reimagining of 
Swayze—it’s Dalton’s origin story. Of course, 
the character took a step backward; Gyllen-
haal’s character lacks the bene�t of years of 
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experience that Swayze’s version had; we’re watching his �rst 
bouncer gig ever, with no training at all. Everything makes sense 
when you frame it that way. In the original, Dalton was known 
throughout the Eastern United States at least; the owner of the 
Double Deuce traveled to New York to recruit him to work in Mis-
souri because of his reputation as a bouncer. I always thought it 
was weird that a bouncer would be known that far and wide just 
as a bouncer, but Gyllenhaal’s Dalton is a UFC �ghter. It makes 
way more sense that he’s already known for his UFC career, and 
people take an interest when they learn what he’s been up to 
since he stopped �ghting.

Without giving away too much, a mid-credits scene sets up the 
possibility of a sequel, and that opens up some really cool op-
portunities. What, you may ask, am I hoping to see in the next 
movie? Okay then...since you asked! Picture this: Dalton, having 
�gured out that �ve grand a week is a pretty sweet deal, has done 
a few more jobs since the Florida gig. At the end of the night, at 
his most current job, a dude (I’m picturing either Je� Bridges or 
Kurt Russell playing said dude, but feel free to picture whoever 
you want) introduces himself to Dalton as a bouncer at one of the 
other bars in town. He tells Dalton something to the e�ect of, “I 
heard about you, so I came here to see you work. I’ve been doing 
this a long time, and you’re a hell of a �ghter, kid, but you’re a shit 
bouncer. Let me teach you a thing or two. Name’s Wade Garrett.” 

I want to see them make a trilogy out of it. There’s a whole lot of 
room for Dalton’s character development between the events at 
the cleverly named Road House in Florida and the Double Deuce 
in Missouri. Jake Gyllenhaal has spoken about his respect and 
admiration for Patrick Swayze, which leaves me optimistic that 
if they do turn Road House into a whole movie franchise, they’ll 
do right by the character and let us see him grow into the top-
notch bouncer who made the original Dalton so legendary. I’m 
just hoping the success of this new version doesn’t embolden 
some asshole to remake Ghost.

Nate Hazen is a bouncer, movie bu�, and writer, with aspirations to 
become a TV creator and screenwriter. He works as Head of Security 
at X Exotic Lounge. Come see him on the job between Wednesday 
and Saturday and chat him up about Road House. He’ll give you 
free cover if you show up ready to discuss which of Swayze’s bouncer 
rules Gyllenhaal obeyed and which rules he didn’t.
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Tacos! Everyone loves them. That’s a 
straight fact. We can argue for days 
over what actually belongs in a taco, 
but no matter who you are, there’s one 
for you...vegan tacos, vegetarian tacos, 
gluten-free tacos (which would really 
just be a corn tortilla taco) and tacos 
for people who eat anything and ev-
erything. The taco is a simple concept: 
a tortilla of some kind with things in-
side it. We all know what it is, and it’s a 
staple of handy meals, from breakfast to 
lunch, dinner, and even dessert (Choco 
Taco!) There’s no wrong time to eat a 
taco—or six. However, where did they 
come from, and when? Well, since it’s 
May (which is o�cially taco month*) 
and this is the time wherein the most 
tacos are consumed**, we’re going to 
explore this. Let’s tac-go!

If you asked most people where tacos 
are from, they’d say Mexico. They would 
be right. It seems, according to my re-
search, that they indeed originated in 
Mexico hundreds of years ago. The form 
factor, however, has changed a bit over 
time before becoming the familiar tasty 
food we know today.

The Background

In the 18th century, there were many 
silver mines in Mexico, along with many 
miners. These miners needed some-
thing that was easy to eat and quick 

to prepare, as they were working hard. 
Thus, the taco was born. Why is it called 
a taco, though? Well, there is much 
speculation and no direct way to link 
things to the past. They just made tacos 
and ate them. The prevailing theory is 
that the miners would use rounds of 
gunpowder to blast rock, and they were 
wrapped in little rolls called “taquitos,” 
which I understand means “dowel” or 
“cylinder” in Old Spanish. An alternate 
hypothesis suggests that it comes from 
the native Nahuatl people and their 
word “tlacoyo,” which allegedly de-
scribes a �atbread with tasty junk on it. 
However, the tlacoyo is speculated to 
have been more like a pizza, and most 
Mexicans at the time did not speak Na-
huatl, so it is di�cult to say if that has 
any bearing on the name. 

Back in the days of the Mexican work-
ing class, the �rst tacos were rolled, not 
folded, like the tacos we know today. 
Rolled taquitos, of course, still exist and 
can be found everywhere. However, 
taquitos, and by extension, tacos, have 
their roots in blowing shit up. During 

those days, they were called “taco de 
minero”—miner’s taco and most work-
ing-class Mexicans enjoyed them be-
cause they were cheap, easy to eat on 
the go, and tasty.

The more modern incarnation of the 
taco as a folded shell with �lling came 
later, during the Industrial Revolution. 
Mexico City was the destination for all 
sorts of migrant workers from more 
pastoral regions, who were seeking 
work and money in the hustle and bus-
tle of the big city. 

Naturally, if you were moving your 
whole family, women came along, and 
they brought with them fancy cooking 
skills. Back in the day, the men labored 
in fields and mines, and the ladies 
cooked and maintained the household. 
So, what’s a lady to do to help the fam-
ily? Well, set up a stand making tacos. 

With every state and region in Mexico 
having di�erent �avors and tastes, the 
marketplace for food was a diverse envi-
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ronment for many types of tacos. Ladies 
would set up stands, each claiming that 
theirs (from wherever they were native) 
was the best. To me, that sounds incred-
ibly awesome. I’ll take one from each of 
them. The taqueria became an institu-
tion in Mexico City, spreading far and 
wide, as people could not get enough.

Tacos came to the United States only 
later, around the late 1800s to early 
1900s. The �rst mention of a taco in 
American media was an article from a 
newspaper in 1905. Mexicans were in-
creasingly coming to the USA to work 
in mines, on the railroads, and on farms. 
Naturally, when you have something 
you like, you bring it with you. Tacos 
were that thing. The prevalence of ta-
cos in the American working class, re-
gardless of national origin, took o�. This 
is where the more modern incarnation 
of the taco shows up. Rolled tacos...
they’re still there, but the “dump stu� 
in a tortilla and fold it” method became 
the dominant technique. Californians 
and Texans embraced the taco, and the 
prevalence of taquerias in the USA took 
off, to the delight of Americans and 
Mexicans alike. 

Fast-forward to the 1940s. Tacos began 
making it into cookbooks like Betty 
Crocker and Good Housekeeping, and 
so America began its conventional rela-
tionship with the taco. Later, in 1952, a 
man named Glen Bell had worked in a 
taco shop earlier in his life and decided 
that his current business selling burgers 
and hot dogs was stupid. He opened 
a new business: Taco Bell. He soon ex-
panded, franchised, and sold Ameri-
cans tacos like a maniac. 

As many Americans were unfamiliar 

with Mexican food at the time, the far-
ther north he expanded, the more con-
fused people were. However, when they 
got their �rst taste of those tacos, they 
came back for more. Back in the 1960s, 
when Taco Bell was starting to expand, 
they even had pronunciation guides on 
the menu, “Taw-ko,” to familiarize folks 
with how to say the names of these 
things, as people at the time were not 
accustomed to them.

The taco, as it exists in the USA, has 
come full circle. We saw Mexican tacos 
and Americanized them, and now we’re 
like, “Naw, we want more authentic ta-
cos,” and now we lean towards street 
tacos and real Mexican places rather 
than joints like Taco Bell, which is really 
only good if you’re drunk at 4 a.m. Sure, 
they still sell plenty of tacos, but in the 
end, the real deal is the way to go. If the 
owner’s name is Paco, go get that taco.

Fun taco facts:

If you’ve read my articles before, you 
know that most of the time, I have a list. 
This is the taco list.

• Americans alone eat 4.5 billion tacos 
a year.

• The biggest taco ever made weighed 
1.654 pounds and was constructed, of 
course, in Mexico. I must wonder how 
many people it took to eat it.

• Soft shell tacos are the preference of 
64% of Americans, and 36% would rath-
er have hard shell tacos. (I personally 
prefer the double-decker, where you 
use refried beans to glue the soft shell 
over the hard shell to make sure that if it 
breaks, it ain’t going anywhere.)

• In the USA, 72% of tacos are made and 
eaten at home, while 28% are eaten at 
restaurants.

• Taco Bell is the highest-volume taco 
seller in the USA, with a 32% share of 
the fast-food market. Better than Jack in 
the Box, though I love their tacos. Jack 
tacos are like watching “Plan 9 from Out-
er Space”—so bad, it’s good.

• The city in the USA with the most taco  

places is San Antonio, Texas. Not really a 
big surprise, there.

• 37% of Americans would rather have 
ground beef as a taco �ller and 30% for 
shredded chicken. The remainder is a 
mix of pork, shrimp, shredded beef, �sh, 
or tongue, in smaller stats.

There you have it: a succinct history of 
the taco, our beloved Tuesday meal and 
cultural institution. Tacos have both 
returned to their roots and gone crazy 
with those fusion cuisine people put-
ting Chinese food in a taco and what-
not. That said, a taco is but a canvas 
upon which one can paint delicious-
ness however they see �t.

Enjoy life, and go get a taco—or ten.

-Wombstretcha

PS – My favorite is birria tacos. Fight 
me if you disagree, and try ‘em if you 
haven’t.

* This is true.

** Pulled that one straight outta my ass, 
as I couldn't get good data, but it would 
seem likely.

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent is a taco 
advocate, hot sauce enthusiast, honor-
ary Mexican, writer, and retired rapper 
from Portland, OR. He can be found at 
his website, wombstretcha.com, on X 
(Twitter) as @wombstretcha503, and 
on MeWe and (begrudgingly) Facebook 
as "Wombstretcha the Magni�cent."
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